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Ramya Nagesh

Practice Summary

Ramya joined 4-5 Gray's Inn Square in March 2022 after almost a decade practising from other
leading Chambers. She specialises in inquest and inquiry law, as well as professional discipline,
business crime and general public law. Ramya’s breadth of experience in different practice areas,
including a number of years of general and serious crime, is what enables her to provide a well-
rounded and thoroughly informed approach to her cases. The key driving force behind her work has
always been client care: ensuring that she goes the extra mile to provide her clients with the best
possible service.

Ramya regularly acts in inquest proceedings, at all levels of complexity. Some of her most notable
cases include representing the family of Saskia Jones at the Fishmongers’ Hall Inquest into the
terror attacks in November 2019, and representing a police officer at the Moura Inquest into a
widely reported death in police custody. She also regularly delivers seminars and short courses
about coronial law, and her book ‘A Practical Guide to Inquests’ was published in 2022.

Ramya has extensive experience working in Public Inquiries throughout her career. Most recently,
she has been instructed in the Grenfell Inquiry, the Post Office Inquiry and the Undercover Policing
Inquiry.

Inquiries and Inquests

Ramya is ranked as a leading junior for inquests and inquiries by Legal 500.

She has acted in the widest range of inquests: from those lasting less than a day where she is the
only advocate, up to those of the greatest public interest. She has represented a range of
interested persons including the bereaved families, individuals and organisations. Key cases
include:



Inquest into the 2019 terror attacks at the Fishmonger’s Hall, acting for the bereaved family;
Article 2 inquest into the death of a man whilst being arrested, acting for an arresting officer;

Inquest into the killing of one man by another, in which the key issue was the mental health
of the perpetrator, acting for the nurse who assessed the perpetrator shortly before the
attack;

Inquest into the death of a young doctor who was found drowned in the sea after a social
night, representing the bereaved family;

Inquest into the death of a vulnerable young woman found dead in her home, representing
the Metropolitan Police Service;

Hillsborough Inquest, part of the team representing an organisation.

Ramya is the author of the book A Practical Guide to the Law in Relation to Inquests, published in
December 2023.

Ramya has also acted in a number of public inquiries, both as part of the Inquiry team and as a
Core Participant:
Covid Inquiry as Senior Counsel to the Inquiry;
Undercover Policing Inquiry as Senior Counsel to the Inquiry;
Post Office Inquiry as a member of the counsel team acting for a Core Participant;
Grenfell Inquiry as a member of the counsel team acting for a Core Participant;

Jersey Care Home Abuse Inquiry as a member of the counsel team acting for a Core
Participant

Professional Discipline and Regulatory

Ramya has acted in a wide number of professional discipline and regulatory proceedings, acting for
the regulator and for the individual professional. These include:

Acting for a police officer accused of dishonesty offences, for whom she successfully argued
to overturn his dismissal on appeal to the Police Appeals Tribunal;
Acting for a police officer accused of using racist language;

Acting for the regulator in proceedings where a paramedic was said to have breached
numerous professional duties in his care of a particular patient;

Acting for a nurse in proceedings where she was said to have breached a number of duties in
her care of various patients.

Business Crime



Ramya has eleven years’ experience acting in the broadest range of criminal cases, including
business crime. She has undertaken regular secondments with Peters & Peters, specialists in
business crime. She has also undertaken review work with the Serious Fraud Office. Before joining
the Bar, Ramya spent close to a year as a paralegal at Corker Binning. Particular cases in which she
has been involved include:

A large-scale prosecution of individuals at Barclays’ Bank relating to interactions with UAE
clients;

A large-scale prosecution of individuals accused of fraud in relation to SERCO;

An alleged carbon-credit fraud with international reach.
Administrative and Public Law

Ramya has acted in various public law cases, particularly those where her criminal law expertise
has come in useful. She has, for example, undertaken a number of Parole Board hearings
representing prisoners subject to indeterminate sentences. She has also been instructed in Judicial
Review proceedings involving prison conditions.

Civil Liberties and Human Rights

Ramya has a particular interest in matters involving human rights and civil liberties, and pursues
this interest outside of Chambers too. For example, she sits on the roster of experts for Girls
Human Rights Hub, is a trustee of the non-profit charity Justice Is Now, sits on the West Midlands
Hate Crime Scrutiny Panel and is a representative on the Bar Council’s Taskforce tackling religious
discrimination. She has written a number of articles about human rights decisions and about hate
crime, and is the author of A Practical Guide to the Law in Relation to Hate Crime, published in
2020.

Before coming to the Bar Ramya worked over several years in the field of human rights, primarily
for non-profit organisations. These included working with a grassroots human rights organization in
Bangalore, India, a placement with the Kuridsh Human Rights Project in London, a six-month
placement at the International Criminal Court in The Hague and six months working for the
International Criminal Law Network in The Hague.

She also gained a Masters in Human Rights from the London School of Economics in 2011.

Education

e MSc Human Rights (2011)London School of Economics
e Bar Vocational Course (2008) College of Law
e Bachelors in Law (2007) London School of Economics

Publications (Books)



e A Practical Guide to the Law in Relation to Inquests (LawBrief Publishers; December 2023)

e A Practical Guide to Insanity and Non-Insane Automatism (LawBrief Publishers; November
2021)

e COVID-19 and the Criminal Law: an Essential Guide (LawBrief Publishers; June 2020)

e A Practical Guide to the Law In Relation to Hate Crime (Lawbrief Publishers; April 2020)

e Supperstone, Goudie and Walker: Judicial Review 7th ed. (LexisNexis; November 2023) -
Contributor

Publications (Articles)

e Hate Crime C.B.Q., 2016, 3(Aut), 9-11

e Hate Crime Parts 1 and 2 C.L. and J. 2016, 180(30), 538-540

e Committing criminal acts when sleepwalking: is it time to change the law? C.B.Q., 2015, 4
(Spring), 10-11

Closed criminal proceedings or the "secret trial": past, present and future C.L. and J. 2015,
179(11)

Finding the Truth: An analysis of the EI-Masri Decision before the European Court of Human
Rights C.B.Q., 2013, 2 (Summer), 10-11

The Scope of Legal Advice Privilege C.L. and J. 2013, 177 (13/14), 218-219

What to do with Al-Bashir: Options in International Law The Law Journal UK (2009)

Languages

French (Advanced)

Spanish (Upper Intermediate)

Kannada (South Indian language) (Intermediate)
Dutch (Conversational)

Hindi (Basic Conversational)

Areas of Expertise

Inquiries And Inquests

Professional Discipline And Regulatory
Business Crime

Administrative Public Law

Human Rights Equalities



